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Education Programs
The Elgin County Railway Museum is pleased to offer curriculum based
educational programs designed for students from grades 1 to 8. Our
educational programs seek to engage students in all things rail related, while
providing an immersive learning environment for students to explore.

Educational Tour
All Ages

An informative and engaging tour of the museum that
tells the story of St. Thomas and local railway history.
Students will explore the locomotive workshop and
have the opportunity to see massive engines and cars
first hand. Students will then visit the History in
Motion exhibit to see history come to life.

Date and Time on The Railway
Grades 1 & 2

In Date and Time on the Railway, students
will learn about the importance of keeping
track of time on the railway for passengers
and railway workers alike. They will receive a
ticket and need to use their knowledge of
months and dates to figure out when their
train leaves, then build their own paper
pocket watch. Finally, they will act as
passengers on a train as they tour the
museum and keep track of time using their
pocket watch.

Light, Sound, and Safety on the Railway
Grades 3 & 4

In Light, Sound, and Safety on the Railway, students will learn about the
importance of light and sound in keeping people safe around trains. Students will
learn about the science behind train whistles and participate in an activity
demonstrating how whistles were used for communication. Next, students will
learn about the science behind railway lanterns and put their knowledge to use by
building their own lantern. Finally, students will learn what they can do to stay
safe around trains.

The Railway Industry and Careers
Grades 3 & 4

In The Railway Industry and Careers, students will learn about the railway
industry and a few of the careers that are available in that industry. Students will
learn which of the four sectors of the economy the railway industry fits into and
consolidate their knowledge by designing a map of a town including structures
related to each of the four sectors. Students will learn about the responsibilities of
engineers and dispatchers, then act as a dispatcher as they use cardinal and
intermediate directions to direct a partner using their maps.

"We really liked the big
steam engine, going inside
the caboose, and watching
the model trains!"
- FDK Class,
River Heights P.S.

Energy and Electricity on the Railway
Grades 5 - 6

In Energy and Electricity on the Railway, students will learn about energy and
electricity through examples of how they are used in trains and in the railway
industry. Students will describe forms and transformation of energy in a
steam engine and have an opportunity to investigate energy as they
experiment with ways to make a vehicle move. Students will then be
introduced to electricity and compare modern electric technologies on the
railway with non-electric technologies of the past.

St. Thomas, Canada, and the Railway
Grades 6 - 8

In St. Thomas, Canada, and the Railway, students will learn about the timeline
of events in the introduction of the railway and St. Thomas and investigate
various perspectives regarding its introduction. Students will have the
opportunity to engage with primary sources related to the railway in Canada,
then will consider the various perspectives on the railway as they participate
in a town hall debate on whether or not the railway should be introduced to a
town.

Who, What, When, Where, and Why?
Any Age

The five Ws are a helpful tool used by journalists, archaeologists, and
scientists to guide research and communicate their findings. In Who, What,
When, Where and Why, students will put their planning, critical thinking,
communication, and collaboration skills to use as they investigate a variety of
artifacts from the Elgin County Railway Museum’s collection, make
predictions, and communicate their ideas to the class.

Planning Your Visit
Program Cost

Program Length

Programs are offered for $5.50 per
student, with the exception of the
educational tour, which is $5.00 per
student. We do not charge HST for
education programs.

Programs are 90 minutes in length,
and educational tours 1 hour. We
recommend you arrive at least 15 mins
early to organize into groups and hear
instructions and safety rules.

Payment is due upon arrival, or within
two weeks of the program date if you
have requested an invoice. Please make
cheques payable to The Elgin County
Railway Museum.

To book your program
please email
operations@ecrm.ca or
call (519) 637-6284

Additional Information
Programs must be booked at least two weeks in advance and are subject to
availability. A ratio of 1:6 adults is requested and all teachers and chaperones are
free of charge. Ample parking space is available for buses and other vehicles.
Please note that there is no heating in the locomotive workshop. For programs or
tours booked before May or after September we strongly recommend warm attire.

Where To Find Us
Talbot St.
Centre St.

ECRM
CASO

Crossing

ECRM

Wellington St.

Driveway

Ross St.

Jonas St.

225 Wellington Street, St. Thomas, ON
www.ecrm.ca (519) 637-6284

